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1. 

1 The Gathering 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
OPENING HYMN                   STAND 
 
Great God, your love has called us here, 
as we, by love, for love were made. 
Your living likeness still we bear, 
though marred, dishonoured, disobeyed. 
We come, with all our heart and mind 
your call to hear, your love to find. 
 
We come with self-inflicted pains 
of broken trust and chosen wrong, 
half-free, half-bound by inner chains, 
by social forces swept along, 
by powers and systems close confined, 
yet seeking hope for humankind. 
 
Then take the towel, and break the bread, 
and humble us, and call us friends. 
Suffer and serve till all are fed, 
and show how grandly love intends 
to work till all creation sings, 
to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 
 
Great God, in Christ you set us free 
your life to live, your joy to share. 
Give us your Spirit’s liberty 
to turn from guilt and dull despair 
and offer all that faith can do, 
while love is making all things new. 
 
Words: Brian Wren 
Tune: Melita – J B Dykes 
 
  



2. 

In the name of the Father,  Yn enw’r Tad, 
and of the Son,  a’r Mab, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  a’r Ysbryd Glân. Amen. 
 
Let us come to Jesus the living stone 
and be built into a spiritual house.  
We are a chosen race,  
a royal priesthood,   
a holy nation,  
God’s own people.  
Let us proclaim the mighty acts of him  
    who called us out of darkness  
into his marvellous light.  
Once we were not a people, 
but now we are God’s people;  
once we had not received mercy, 
but now we have received mercy. 
 

Based on verses from 1 Peter 2 
 

SIT 
The Bishop welcomes everyone to the service. 
 
2 The Commissioning 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
The Bishop says: 
 
We have come here today to celebrate our life together in Christ 
and to commission the East Cardiff Ministry Area. In bringing 
together the various communities that make up this Ministry Area 
we pray that by greater collaboration we may further the Gospel 
and strengthen the mission of the local churches. 
 



3. 

I now invite the Registrar to read the decree creating the Ministry 
Area. 
 
The Decree creating the Ministry Area is read. 
 
Bishop People of God, will you commit yourselves to work and 

pray together so that God’s Kingdom may grow in this 
place. 

All With the help of God, we will. 
 
The Ministry Area is invited to share their journey together and 
their hopes for the future. 
 
THE COLLECT  
Let us pray: 
 
Silence.  
Almighty God 
who called your Church to witness  
that in Christ you were reconciling the world to yourself:  
help us so to proclaim the good news of your love  
that all who hear it may be united with you;  
through him who died for us and rose again,  
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
  



4. 

3 The Proclamation of the Word         SIT 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
The First Reading                                            Colossians 3:9-17 
 A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians. 
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old 
self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new 
self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image 
of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and 
free; but Christ is all and in all! As God’s chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone 
has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, 
in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
  



5. 

HYMN                                                                                STAND 
 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 
 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 
 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 
 
Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed. 
 
Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone. 
 
Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
making your kingdom come. 
 
Words and Music: Bernadette Farrell 
 
  



6. 

The Gospel Reading                                          Matthew 5:13-16 
 Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to St Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus said: “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its 
taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. You are the 
light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one 
after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
THE SERMON          SIT 
 
3 The Licensing of Ministers 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
The Ministry Area Leader designate and those to be Licensed as 
Associate Priest and Assistant Curate. The Archdeacon says: 
 

Bishop Cherry, by decree you have created the 
Ministry Area of East Cardiff. I now present to you 
James to be collated as Ministry Area Leader and 
Gareth to be Licensed as an Associate Priest. 

 
Bishop James and Gareth, so far as you know your own heart, 

do you believe that God has called you to serve in this 
new Ministry Area?  

Answer I believe that God has called me. 
 
Bishop Will you commit yourself to the mission and ministry of 

the people in this place to further the kingdom of God? 
Answer With the help of God, I will. 
 



7. 

The Bishop says:  
The Church in Wales is part of the One, Holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic Church, worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. It professes the faith, uniquely revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures and set forth in the Catholic Creeds, which faith the 
Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation. Led 
by the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth in its 
historic formularies, the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion, the Book 
of Common Prayer and the Ordering of Bishops, Priests and 
Deacons.  
Today you have declared and affirmed before me your loyalty to 
this inheritance of faith as your inspiration and guide under God. 
May you bring the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and 
make him known to those in your care. 
 
The Ministry Area Leader kneels/stands before the Bishop. The 
Bishop reads the deed of Collation and then gives it to James 
saying:  
James, receive the Cure of Souls which is both yours and mine; in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Associate Priest stands before the Bishop who presents their 
Licence to them saying: 
 
N, receive this Licence; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The newly licensed ministers are joined by the rest of the Ministry 
Team (including those with PTO). The Bishop prays:  
The God of all faithfulness 
strengthen you for your ministry and commitment to one another, 
and give you vision, courage and joy;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 



8. 

The Bishop delivers the Mandate of Induction to the Archdeacon, 
saying:  
Archdeacon Jonathan, having admitted James to the cure of souls 
in this Ministry Area, I ask you to induct him, in the presence of 
this congregation, and to support him in his ministry here. 
 
The Church Wardens give the keys of the churches to the 
Archdeacon who places them in James’s hands, saying:  
James, by virtue of the authority given me, I induct you into the 
real, actual and corporeal possession of the churches of East 
Cardiff with all the rights and responsibilities belonging to them. 
 
The Archdeacon leads James to the stall and places him in it 
saying:  
James, the Lord preserve your going out and coming in  
and fill your heart with love, joy and peace now and always. 
Amen. 
 
The Bishop invites the congregation to greet the new team. 
 
 
ANTHEM                      REMAIN SEATED 
 
Jesu, lead my footsteps ever. 
Ever all my senses guide; 
From all ills my doings sever. 
Put all else than Thee aside! 
Jesu let Thy grace attend me; 
From all evil e'er defend me. 
 
Music: J.S. Bach 
Christmas Oratorio Part IV 

  



9. 

4 The Renewal of Commitment 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

STAND 
The Bishop addresses the whole congregation and says: 
 
People of God, Christ invites each of us to faithful discipleship and 
service. We are all called to different ministries as we seek to live 
God’s love. As we commission this Ministry Area today, will you, 
as baptised disciples of Christ, renew your commitment to the 
loving service of God, of one another and of all people?  
 
With the help of God, we will. 
 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,  
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
 
With the help of God, we will. 
 
Will you proclaim by word and example  
the good news of God in Christ? 
 
With the help of God, we will. 
 
Will you seek to serve Christ in all people,  
loving your neighbour as yourself? 
 
With the help of God, we will. 
 
Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society,  
by prayer for the world and its leaders,  
by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice? 
 
With the help of God, we will. 
 
  



10. 

Dear Lord, we thank you for the opportunity  
to work together as a Ministry Area.  
May we engage with each other  
with faith and encouragement.  
May we manage each situation  
with wisdom and mutual respect.  
May we serve with integrity, creativity and purpose.  
May we speak with openness and gentleness.  
May we offer our gifts, time and finances with generosity.  
May we face each challenge with courage  
and the desire to grow through it.  
May we all be drawn deeper into our relationship with you  
and be known as your disciples. 
Help us to show your love, proclaim your Good News  
and grow your Kingdom in this place.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ,  
our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
 
May Almighty God,  
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
who has called us into the life of his Church,  
equip us with the gifts of the Spirit,  
and enable us to live as his people,  
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 
  



11. 

HYMN 
 
Lord of the Church, we pray for our renewing: 
Christ over all, our undivided aim. 
Fire of the Spirit, burn for our enduing, 
wind of the Spirit, fan the living flame! 
We turn to Christ amid our fear and failing, 
the will that lacks the courage to be free, 
the weary labours, all but unavailing, 
to bring us nearer what a church should be. 
 
Lord of the Church, we seek a Father's blessing, 
a true repentance and a faith restored, 
a swift obedience and a new possessing, 
filled with the Holy Spirit of the Lord! 
We turn to Christ from all our restless striving, 
unnumbered voices with a single prayer: 
the living water for our souls' reviving, 
in Christ to live, and love and serve and care. 
 
Lord of the Church, we long for our uniting, 
true to one calling, by one vision stirred; 
one cross proclaiming and one creed reciting, 
one in the truth of Jesus and his word. 
So lead us on; till toil and trouble ended, 
one Church triumphant one new song shall sing, 
to praise his glory, risen and ascended, 
Christ over all, the everlasting King! 
 
Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith 
Music: Londonderry Air – W.D. Davison 
  



12. 

5 The Intercessions                          KNEEL or SIT                                      
_____________________________________________________ 

 
After each prayer:  
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers will conclude with the Lord’s Prayer:  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
6 The Sending Out                         STAND 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is gracious: 
his love is everlasting. 
 
Eternal God, 
you have called together the faithful people in this Ministry Area  
to share in the ministry and mission of the whole Church; 
equip them with your Holy Spirit, 
so that in their life together they may flourish and grow 
and be built into the Church of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 



13. 

God our Father, 
help us to hear and heed the call of Christ 
and by the power of the Spirit  
to follow in his service, 
so that your Kingdom may advance 
and your name may be glorified 
now and for ever. Amen 
 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
Almighty God, who for the salvation of the world 
gives to his people many gifts and ministries 
to the advancement of his glory, 
stir up in you the gifts of his grace, 
and sustain each one of you in your own ministry;  
and the blessing  a bendith 
of God almighty,  Duw hollalluog,  
the Father, the Son,   y Tad, y Mab, 
and the Holy Spirit,  a’r Ysbryd Glân  
be among you  a fo yn eich plith  
and remain with you always.  ac a drigo gyda chwi yn wastad.  
Amen. Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
  



14. 

FINAL HYMN 
 
Go forth and tell! O Church of God, awake! 
God's saving news to all the nations take: 
proclaim Christ Jesus, Saviour, Lord, and King, 
that all the world his glorious praise may sing. 
 
Go forth and tell! God's love embraces all; 
he will in grace respond to all who call: 
how shall they call if they have never heard 
the gracious invitation of his word? 
 
Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide: 
share God's good gifts — let no one be denied; 
live out your life as Christ your Lord shall choose, 
your ransomed powers for his sole glory use. 
 
Go forth and tell! O Church of God, arise! 
Go in the strength which Christ your Lord supplies; 
go till all nations his great name adore 
and serve him, Lord and King for evermore. 
 
Words: James Seddon 
Music: Woodlands – Walter Greatorex 


